Insights into theory of mind in schizophrenia: the impact of cognitive impairment.
The ability to mentalize and attribute beliefs, intentions and desires to others has been found by the vast majority of studies to be impaired in patients with schizophrenia. However, it is not yet clear if this deficit in Theory of Mind (ToM) is independent of their also well established deficits in basic cognitive functioning. In the present study, we sought to clarify the above relationship by exploring patients' ToM impairment after controlling for their putative cognitive deficits. We examined 36 patients with schizophrenia and 30 healthy matched controls on first and second order tasks of ToM and on commonly used neuropsychological tests. Patients performed poorly on ToM tasks even after controlling for their cognitive deficits, particularly on second order ToM. The present findings contribute to the understanding of the mechanism of ToM, suggesting that ToM deficits are core characteristics in schizophrenia and relatively independent of patients' cognitive impairment.